
 MEPPERSHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

 

 7th meeting of Working Group on 8th March 2018  

   

 Present: R. Bulley; R. Lovelock; A. Marabese; J. Parsons; M. Thomason; 
 S. Vincent. 
Apologies: G. Foster 

 

1. MT reviewed the progress of the Group so far.  He noted that for the last 2 
meetings it had been preoccupied with the application for funding, which had 
been unproductive so far because of the lack of clarity about the time frame of 
grants. It was agreed that when the 2018/19 grant window opened, MT would 
resubmit the application agreed last year, modified by the conclusions of the 
present meeting. 
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2. AB commented that the Group had in fact achieved a lot since its inception, 
partly due to its head-start with the Village Plan. 

 

3. MT asked SV how CBC could help with progressing the NP; she said that she 
could help with introductions to neighbouring Groups and that CBC specialists 
could help with drafting actual statements of policy.  The department coming 
under her included tree officers, archaeologists and other specialists who could 
help.  She also recommended that the Group should commission a Green 
Infrastructure Plan from either BRCC or the Greensand Trust; the charge would 
be about £4,000. (MT will include this in his grant submission)  Preparation of 
the GIP would include a meeting with local landowners.  AM will contact BRCC 
and Greensand Trust to make initial enquiries. As Meppershall  already has a 
GIP dating from 2009, the task would be a review and update rather than 
starting from scratch. 
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4. SV recommended that all inputs from the public or bodies representing the 
public, (e.g. MAG) should be formally recorded as evidence; when a preliminary 
Plan has been put together it might also be useful to go back to residents in 
some form in order to get buy-in. 

 

5. There was discussion of the appropriate use of consultants.  SV noted that one 
role that they could usefully play was to review the Plan in draft to check its 
conformity with national policies. 

 

6. MT noted that the Village Plan had included quite a lot about housing types and 
housing density: VS recommended that the NP should additionally talk about 
the Street Scene: what the village should look like. 

 

7. There was also some discussion of Meppershall Airfield, which lies wholly 
within the Meppershall NP boundary.  SV advised that there was probably not 
much that could be done in the Plan about those matters that fell under the 
jurisdiction of the CAA.  

 

8. The next 2 meetings will be on Thursday 5th April and Wednesday 9th may.  

 


